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Coffee Bean Game Instructor Key

We have learned in previous modules that a spending plan will help take control of your money. Developing the plan will allow you gain an understanding of where your money is being spent on a monthly basis as well as build a savings for emergencies and long-term goals.

Directions

Provide each participant with 30 coffee beans and a game board. Each participant should select the specifications of their home, using their personal family needs as a scenario. They should select one box from each row except for “Optionals,” which they can select if desired. The number of objects in the square determines the number of coffee beans to allocate.

When everyone is finished, give the following scenario:

· Two months after you have moved into your new home, your basement pipes burst, ultimately flooding your lower level. To cover the cost of repairs, you will need to pay with three coffee beans. 

Instructor Note:  Once you have given this scenario, walk around and ask for the coffee beans. If participants do not have left over coffee beans from their initial home purchase, ask them to adjust their home so they have three to give.

When you have received everyone’s coffee beans, give the following scenario:

· After you narrowed down your potential contractors to one, you decided to inspect a previous project the contractor completed. On your way home, you had a fender bender with another vehicle at a stoplight. To cover your insurance deductible, it will cost you one coffee bean. 

Instructor Note:  Once you have given this scenario, walk around and ask for the coffee bean. If participants do not have left over coffee beans from their initial home purchase, ask them to adjust their home so they have one to give.

After these two scenarios, the participants should be able to visualize the importance of needs versus wants and creating a spending and savings plan. Take this opportunity to open the floor for discussion on how participants felt about the exercise. Also, find out if the participants who initially left coffee beans in a “savings account” was on purpose and why.

