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Examine Your Values

❚ Values are the things that we think are important or unimportant.

❚ Values can be concrete or abstract.

❚ Values can be specific or broad.

❚ Values help shape your financial goals. 

Ask yourself the question, “What do I value?”  Do you value . . .

The American Heritage Dictionary defines values as:
A principle, standard, or quality considered worthwhile or desirable.

❚ Money in the bank?

❚ Fine clothes and expensive jewelry?

❚ A nice home?

❚ A prestigious job?

❚ Financial independence?

❚ Other?

▲

Make a List of Your Values

What Do I Value?

Things That are Important to Me Things That are NOT Important to Me

Your personal values can help you to achieve your goals.

▲
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Steps to Financial Success

Secure Your Future
❚ Track your expenses and create a spending plan.

❚ Pay yourself first: open a savings and checking account.

❚ Set up an emergency fund.

❚ Be systematic: use payroll savings.

❚ Educate yourself about personal finance.

Keep Your Credit in Good Shape
❚ Make all payments on time.

❚ Reduce your debt. 

❚ Limit the number of and use of credit cards.

❚ Review your credit report.

Think Long-Term
❚ Estimate your pension or retirement fund.

❚ Know your Social Security benefits.

❚ Contribute to a 401(k) and/or an IRA.

❚ Invest in stocks and mutual funds.

❚ If interest rates go down, consider refinancing your mortgage.

Hope for the Best; Prepare for the Worst
❚ Check your insurance coverage.

❚ Consider disability insurance.

❚ Update beneficiary designations and prepare a will.

❚ Organize financial records.

❚ Don’t abdicate responsibility.

▲
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Personal Financial Task Checklist

Use this checklist to help you begin to shape a new financial future.  Set target dates and check

off the items as you accomplish the tasks.  Revisit the checklist periodically and monitor your

progress.  Add additional tasks that are important to you and your financial well being.

Done To Do Task Target Date

Develop a spending plan

Open a checking account

Open a savings account

Sign up for automatic payroll savings

Establish an emergency fund

Obtain and review a copy of your credit report

Reduce your debt by paying extra

Limit the use of and number of credit cards

Educate yourself on retirement accounts

Explore investing in stocks and mutual funds

Check your insurance coverage

Update beneficiary designations and create a will

Ongoing Tasks

✔ Make all payments on time.

✔ Organize your financial records.

✔ Maintain control of and understand your personal finances.

▲
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